
North Hempstead Housing Authority March 2023 

© Copyright 2022 Nan McKay & Associates, Inc.  
Unlimited copies may be made for internal use. 

Page 19-1 

Chapter 19 

SPECIAL PURPOSE VOUCHERS 

INTRODUCTION 
Special purpose vouchers are specifically funded by Congress in separate appropriations from 
regular HCV program funding in order to target specific populations. Special purpose vouchers 
include vouchers for the following programs: 

• Family Unification Program (FUP) PHA does not participate 

• Foster Youth to Independence (FYI) program PHA does not participate 

• Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) PHA does not participate 

• Mainstream PHA Participates 

• Non-Elderly Disabled (NED) PHA does not participate 
PHA Policy 
The PHA will administer the following types of special purpose vouchers: Main Stream 
40 

This chapter describes HUD regulations and PHA policies for the NHHA optional vouchers it is 
administering special purpose vouchers. The policies outlined in this chapter are organized into 
five sections, as follows: 

Part I: Family Unification Program (FUP) N/A OMIT 
Part II: Foster Youth to Independence (FYI) program N/A OMIT 
Part III: Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) ) N/A OMIT 
Part IV: Mainstream voucher program 
Part V: Non-Elderly Disabled (NED) vouchers ) N/A OMIT 

Except as addressed by this chapter and as required under federal statute and HUD requirements, 
the general requirements of the HCV program apply to special purpose vouchers. 
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PART IV: MAINSTREAM VOUCHER PROGRAM 

19-IV.A. PROGRAM OVERVIEW [Notice PIH 2020-01] 
Mainstream vouchers assist non-elderly persons with disabilities and their families in the form of 
either project-based or tenant-based voucher assistance. 

Aside from separate funding appropriations and serving a specific population, Mainstream 
vouchers follow the same program requirements as standard vouchers. The PHA does not have 
special authority to treat families that receive a Mainstream voucher differently from other 
applicants and participants. For example, the PHA cannot apply different payment standards, 
establish conditions for allowing portability, or apply different screening criteria to Mainstream 
families. 
The Mainstream voucher program, (previously referred to as the Mainstream 5-Year program or 
the Section 811 voucher program) was originally authorized under the National Affordable 
Housing Act of 1990. Mainstream vouchers operated separately from the regular HCV program 
until the passage of the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act of 2010. Funding for 
Mainstream voucher renewals and administrative fees was first made available in 2012. In 2017 
and 2019, incremental vouchers were made available for the first time since the Melville Act (in 
addition to renewals and administrative fees), and PHAs were invited to apply for a competitive 
award of Mainstream vouchers under the FY17 and FY19 NOFAs. In 2020, Notice PIH 2020-22 
provided an opportunity for any PHA administering an HCV program to apply for Mainstream 
vouchers noncompetitively, while Notice PIH 2020-09 authorized an increase in Mainstream 
voucher units and budget authority for those PHAs already awarded Mainstream vouchers under 
the FY17 and FY19 NOFAs. 

Funds for Mainstream vouchers may be recaptured and reallocated if the PHA does not comply 
with all program requirements or fails to maintain a utilization rate of 80 percent for the PHA’s 
Mainstream vouchers. 
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19-IV.B. ELIGIBLE POPULATION [Notice PIH 2020-01 and Notice PIH 2020-22] 

All Mainstream vouchers must be used to serve non-elderly persons with disabilities and their 
families, defined as any family that includes a person with disabilities who is at least 18 years old 
and not yet 62 years old as of the effective date of the initial HAP contract. The eligible disabled 
household member does not need to be the head of household. 
The definition of person with disabilities for purposes of Mainstream vouchers is the statutory 
definition under section 3(b)(3)(E) of the 1937 Act, which is the same as is used for allowances 
and deductions in the HCV program and is provided in Exhibit 3-1 of this policy. 
Existing families receiving Mainstream vouchers, where the eligible family member is now age 
62 or older, will not “age out” of the program as long as the family was eligible on the day it was 
first assisted under a HAP contract. 

The PHA may not implement eligibility screening criteria for Mainstream vouchers that is 
different from that of the regular HCV program. 

19-IV.C. PARTNERSHIP AND SUPPORTIVE SERVICES [Notice PIH 2020-01] 
PHAs are encouraged but not required to establish formal and informal partnerships with a 
variety of organizations that assist persons with disabilities to help ensure eligible participants 
find and maintain stable housing. 

PHA Policy 
The PHA will implement a Mainstream program, in partnership with [insert names of 
any groups with which the PHA has formed partnerships].  
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19-IV.D. WAITING LIST ADMINISTRATION 

General Waiting List Requirements [Notice PIH 2020-01 and Mainstream Voucher Basics 
Webinar, 10/15/20] 
PHAs must not have a separate waiting list for Mainstream voucher assistance since the PHA is 
required by the regulations to maintain one waiting list for tenant-based assistance [24 CFR 
982.204(f)]. All PHA policies on opening, closing, and updating the waiting list, as well as 
waiting list preferences in Chapter 4, apply to the Mainstream program. 
When the PHA is awarded Mainstream vouchers, these vouchers must be used for new 
admissions to the PHA’s program from the waiting list. The PHA must lease these vouchers by 
pulling the first Mainstream-eligible family from its tenant-based waiting list. PHAs are not 
permitted to reassign existing participants to the program in order to make regular tenant-based 
vouchers available. Further, the PHA may not skip over Mainstream-eligible families on the 
waiting list because the PHA is serving the required number of Mainstream families. 
Upon turnover, vouchers must be provided to Mainstream-eligible families. If a Mainstream 
turnover voucher becomes available, the PHA must determine if the families at the top of the 
waiting list qualify under program requirements. 

Admission Preferences [Notice PIH 2020-01; FY17 Mainstream NOFA; FY19 Mainstream 
NOFA] 
If the PHA claimed points for a preference in a NOFA application for Mainstream vouchers, the 
PHA must adopt a preference for at least one of the targeted groups identified in the NOFA.   

PHA Policy 
The PHA claimed a preference for a targeted group as part of an application for 
Mainstream vouchers under a NOFA. The PHA will offer the following preference: 
[Insert the PHA’s preference here and in Section 4-III.C.] 
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19-IV.E. PORTABILITY [Notice PIH 2020-01 and Mainstream Voucher Basics Webinar, 
10/15/20] 
Mainstream voucher participants are eligible for portability under standard portability rules and 
all PHA policies regarding portability in Chapter 10, Part II apply to Mainstream families.  
The following special considerations for Mainstream vouchers apply under portability:  

• If the receiving PHA has a Mainstream voucher available, the participant may remain a 
Mainstream participant. 
- If the receiving PHA chooses to bill the initial PHA, then the voucher will remain a 

Mainstream voucher. 
- If the receiving PHA chooses to absorb the voucher, the voucher will be considered a 

regular voucher, or a Mainstream voucher if the receiving PHA has a Mainstream 
voucher available, and the Mainstream voucher at the initial PHA will be freed up to 
lease to another Mainstream-eligible family. 

• If the receiving PHA does not have a Mainstream voucher available, the participant may 
receive a regular voucher. 

19-IV.F. PROJECT-BASING MAINSTREAM VOUCHERS [FY19 Mainstream Voucher 
NOFA Q&A] 
The PHA may project-base Mainstream vouchers in accordance with all applicable PBV 
regulations and PHA policies in Chapter 17. PHAs are responsible for ensuring that, in addition 
to complying with project-based voucher program requirements, the project complies with all 
applicable federal nondiscrimination and civil rights statutes and requirements. This includes, but 
is not limited to, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (Section 504), Titles II or III of the 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA), and the Fair Housing Act and their implementing 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 8; 28 CFR Parts 35 and 36; and 24 CFR Part 100. Mainstream 
vouchers are subject to the PBV program percentage limitation discussed in Section 17-I.A. 
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